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The Pecan Tree Park Neighborhood Association 
held an Urban Forestry 101: Capacity-Building 
Workshop, Saturday, Feb. 28, at the Jackson Public 
Schools Medgar and Myrlie Evers Career 
Development Center. Residents were  trained on how 
to recognize trees that are in danger of falling, the 
correct method of pruning mature trees.  

An Urban Forestry Guide provided a wealth of 
information from the challenges associated with tree 
growth including limited space, compacted soils, 
pollution and infrastructure conflicts. 

Presenters were: Dr. Stephen 
Dicke and Emary Smith.  Dicke 
is a Mississippi State University 
forestry professor emeritus.  He 
holds the following certifications: 
International Society of 
Arboriculture (ISA) Certified 
Arborist, ISA Tree Risk 
Assessment Qualification® 
Mississippi Registered Forester, 
and Qualified Tree Farm 
Inspector and Commercial 

 
He has experience as a 

consulting forester and arborist. 
His duties include farm tree 
management plans and 
certification, timber casualty 
losses, timber trespass 
valuation, shade tree risk and 
health assessments, inventory, 
tree protection and recovery 
and valuation. 

Smith is an environmental and agricultural 
professional pursuing a doctor of philosophy degree 
in environmental toxicology focusing on the 
intersection of community education stewardship, and 
sustainability systems, with a commitment to helping 
communities better understand and care for the 
natural environments in which they live. 

With experience across Mississippi and 
internationally, she works with residents, farmers, and 
local leaders to address common concerns related to 
trees and urban landscapes, including safety, 
maintenance, flooding and aging infrastructure. 

Course, Liddell lauded for service to PTPNA 
Annie Course and Linda Liddell are lauded for 

their untiring volunteerism to the Pecan Tree Park 
Neighborhood Association.  

Course is the longest serving officer for the 
PTPNA. She has served as the association’s treasurer 
since the inception of PTPNA in 2009. 

Liddell has a unique role in the PTPNA as she 
serves as a both a street and block captain. 

In their roles, Course and Liddell are an integral 
part of the success of  Pecan Tree Park Neighborhood 
Association.   

Dr. Stephen Dicke 

 

 

  

Table of Contents 

Page 2  
 

 

 

 

 

Page 3  

 

 

Page 4  

 

 

Pages 6- 7  

 

 

Back   

PTPNA hosts second workshop 
 
Legacy on the Block 
 
Student Agency Launch 
 
Editorial Board 
 

Pecan Tree Park Neighborhood 

Proposed Trees Needing Work 
 
 
Urban Forestry Guide 
 

 

 

Urban Forestry 101:  

Capacity-Building Workshop Photos 
 
 
PTPNA Dues Invoice 

Emery Smith 

 

Annie Course Linda Liddell 



 Page 2                                                                 Pecan Tree Park Neighborhood Association Newsletter, January -  March 2026                                                            

Pecan Tree Park Neighborhood 

Association hosts second workshop 

The Pecan Tree Park Neighborhood Association 
held its second urban forestry training workshop 
Saturday, March 21, at the Jackson Public Schools 
Medgar and Myrlie Evers Career Development 
Center.  The workshop was conducted by 
representatives from Professional Associates and the 
Business Services Division of the Miss. Secretary of 
State’s Office. 

Titled, “Nonprofit Organizational Development 
Training for Urban Forestry Nonprofits and 
Neighborhood Associations,” the workshop focused 
on establishing a nonprofit organization, nonprofit 
organization vs. neighborhood association, 
organizational cultural & board governance. 
Attendees were taught the basics of how nonprofits 
are structured and work and ow to strengthen an 
organization’s structure and impact. 

Strong organizations build strong neighborhoods, 
clear structure increases credibility and sustainability 
and proper setup attract funding, partners, and 
community trust were some of the benefits of 
organizational development. 

After attending the workshop, participants were 
able to understand how to formally establish an 
organization, strengthen leadership and 
accountability and learned state and governance 
basics. 

 

PTPNA Newsletter Editorial Board 
 

Dr. Fran Bridges, Editor-in-Chief 
Dr. Pamela McCoy, Copy Editor/Layout and  Design 
Annie Course, Larry Turner, and Calvin Williams, 
Newsletter Committee  
 

PTPTNA Newsletter is produced by the Pecan Tree 
Park Neighborhood Association and is funded in 
part by the USDA Forest Service. Submissions are 
invited for upcoming issues. Submissions are 
subject to copy editing and approval, and may be 
emailed to ptpna09@gmail.com 

 

Don’t 
Forget 

PTPNA Association Dues Deadline  

Fast Approaching 

May 1, 2026 - $60 

May 15, 2026 - $65 

PTPNA Needs Your Support!  
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Pecan Tree Park Neighborhood Association INVOICE for 2026 DUES                               

Telephone:  601-454-6349 
                                                
Amount due by May 1, 2026 - $60 
                                           
Amount due after May 15, 2026 - $65  
 
  Name _______________________________________________________________  
 
  Address of Property____________________________________________________  
 
  Email Address(es) _____________________________________________________  
 
  Phone Number(s) ______________________________________________________  
 
  Amount Remitted ______________________________________________________  
 
  Date_____________ 
 

   
  Please return this form along with your payment to:  
 

  Pecan Tree Park Neighborhood Association  
  P. O. Box 20503 
  Jackson, MS  39289 
 
  or pay by Cashapp - $PTPNA09 

P. O. Box 20503, Jackson, MS 39289 
 

Telephone:  601-454-6349 


